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DEFINITIONS

§43.101 Meaning of words.

Words used in this subpart in the sin-
gular form shall be considered to im-
part the plural, or vice versa, as the
case may demand.

§43.102 Definitions.

Statistical and inspection or sam-
pling terms and their respective defini-
tions that are used in the sampling
plans and operating characteristic
curves of which are pertinent to the
understanding of inspection by at-
tributes follow:

Acceptable quality level (A®QL). The
AQL is expressed in terms of percent
defective or defects per 100 units. Lots
having a quality level equal to a speci-
fied AQL will be accepted approxi-
mately 95 percent of the time when
using the sampling plans prescribed for
that AQL.

Acceptance number (Ac). The number
in a sampling plan that indicates the
maximum number of defects or
defectives permitted in a sample in
order to consider a lot as meeting a
specific requirement.

Acceptance sampling. The art or
science that deals with procedures in
which decisions to accept or reject lots
or processes are based on the examina-
tion of samples.
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Attributes. Refers to the measurement
of a given factor noting and recording
the presence or absence of some char-
acteristic (attribute) in each of the
units in the group under consideration.

Consumer’s risk. The risk a consumer
takes that a lot will be accepted by a
sampling plan even though the lot does
not conform to requirements. In the
standards of this subpart this risk is
nominally set at ten percent.

Consumer protection. The ability of a
sampling plan to reject unacceptable
supplies. This is measured as the com-
plement of the probability of accept-
ance (Pa) for the Limited Quality (LQ)
lots. The consumer protection is 90 per-
cent in these standards.

Defect. A failure to meet a require-
ment imposed on a unit with respect to
a single quality characteristic. A unit
may contain more than one defect.

Defective. A defective unit; one con-
taining one or more defects with re-
spect to the quality characteristic(s)
under consideration.

Inspection. The examination (includ-
ing testing) of supplies (including,
when appropriate, raw materials, com-
ponents and intermediate assemblies).

(a) Acceptance inspection. An inspec-
tion to determine conformance of sup-
plies to specified requirements in order
to accept or reject the supplies.

(b) Estimation inspection. In dealing
with attributes, an inspection to deter-
mine the amount of the supplies con-
forming to a specified requirement—
usually expressed as a percentage.

Inspection by attributes. Inspection
whereby either the sample unit is clas-
sified as defective or non-defective
with respect to a requirement or set of
requirements (when on a ‘‘defective”
basis); or, inspection whereby the num-
ber of defects in each sample unit is
counted with respect to a requirement
or set of requirements (when on a ‘‘de-
fect” basis).

Limiting quality (LQ). The LQ is ex-
pressed in terms of percent defective or
defects per 100 units. Lots inspected
under the standards of this subpart
that have a ten percent probability of
acceptance are referred to as a lot hav-
ing a quality level equal to LQ.

Lot. A collection of units of the same
size, type and style which has been
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